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abstract

The Indo-Pacific has become the primary arena of twenty-first century strategic
competition, yet the comparative effectiveness of its regional security alliances
remains underexplored. This study evaluates the effectiveness of major alliances
and strategic partnerships — particularly the Quad and AUKUS — in responding
to contemporary regional security challenges, using a qualitative comparative
case study approach drawing on official policy documents, strategic reports, and
academic literature. The findings reveal that these alliances have strengthened
maritime domain awareness, military interoperability, intelligence sharing, and
conventional deterrence. However, their effectiveness is constrained by
divergent national strategic priorities, uneven institutional commitment, limited
collective enforcement mechanisms, and concerns over regional inclusivity.
While cooperation in maritime security, cybersecurity, and humanitarian
assistance has grown, coordinated responses to grey-zone activities, economic
coercion, and broader strategic competition remain limited. The study concludes
that future Indo-Pacific security architecture must prioritize stronger policy
coordination, institutional flexibility, and inclusive multilateral cooperation to
effectively address the region's evolving security environment.
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Introduction

4

The term “Indo-Pacific,” similar to the earlier concept of the “Asia-Pacific,’
represents a geostrategic construct rather than merely a geographical expression.
Geographically, the Indo-Pacific refers to the vast maritime region connecting the
Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean(Tow, 2009). However, the concept carries
deeper geopolitical implications. It highlights the growing security interdependence
between the Indian and Pacific Oceans and reflects the idea of treating the region
as a single strategic theatre of operation. The concept also underlines the increasing
significance of maritime spaces as arenas of great-power competition rather than
continental zones alone (Hu & others, 2020).

In recent years, the Indo-Pacific has become a central point of global security
politics, economic interaction, and strategic rivalry. The increasing importance of the
region is closely associated with China’s emergence as a major economic and
military power, alongside the continuing strategic presence of the United States and
its allies. Scholars argue that the Indo-Pacific has evolved into a major theatre of

great-power competition, especially as China seeks to expand its regional and global
influence through economic initiatives and military modernization. The region
contains some of the world’s busiest maritime trade routes,
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including the South China Sea and the Strait of Malacca,
through which a substantial proportion of global trade and
energy supplies passes. The strategic significance of these
sea lanes has intensified geopolitical competition while
simultaneously creating opportunities for regional
cooperation. Furthermore, unresolved territorial disputes,
especially in the South China Sea, together with
increasingly assertive maritime policies, have contributed
to rising tensions and security anxieties across the region.

In response to this changing strategic environment,
countries in the Indo-Pacific have increasingly relied
upon security partnerships and alliances to preserve
regional stability and maintain a favourable balance of
power. Such alliances function as mechanisms for
collective  security, deterrence, and strategic
coordination in dealing with both traditional and non-
traditional threats. The emergence of platforms such as
the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) and the
Australia—United Kingdom—-United States (AUKUS)
partnership reflects the growing importance of
multilateral cooperation among states with converging
strategic interests. These alliances contribute to
maritime security, intelligence sharing, technological
cooperation, and the protection of freedom of navigation

across vital sea routes (Medcalf, 2020). In addition
to conventional defence cooperation, these
arrangements increasingly address issues such as
cybersecurity, resilient supply chains, disaster
management, and public health challenges. This
broader agenda demonstrates the evolving character of
security in the Indo-Pacific and emphasizes the
necessity of collaborative approaches in managing
contemporary regional challenges.

Existing scholarship has examined the strategic
rationale, evolution, and geopolitical implications of
these security alliances. However, an important gap
remains in the literature. Most studies focus on the
formation, strategic motivations, or implications of
individual alliances, while relatively few provide a
comparative assessment of their effectiveness in
addressing both traditional and non-traditional security
threats. Furthermore, limited attention has been paid to
how institutional characteristics—particularly  the
informal and consensus-based nature of several Indo-
Pacific security arrangements—shape their capacity to
respond effectively to evolving regional security
challenges. Consequently, there remains insufficient
understanding of the conditions under which these
alliances succeed or fall short in enhancing regional
security.

Against this background, this study addresses the
following research question

Under what conditions do Indo-Pacific security
alliances effectively address traditional and non-
traditional regional security threats, and how do
institutional characteristics influence their overall
effectiveness?

To answer this question, the study undertakes a
qualitative comparative analysis of major Indo-Pacific
security arrangements, including the Quad and AUKUS.
It evaluates their institutional design, strategic
objectives, operational mechanisms, and responses to
a range of regional security challenges by drawing on
official policy documents, strategic reports, and existing
scholarly literature.

This article contributes to the existing literature in
three important ways. First, it provides a comparative
evaluation of major Indo-Pacific security alliances rather
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than examining them in isolation, thereby offering a more
comprehensive understanding of regional security
architecture. Second, it broadens the analytical scope by
assessing alliance effectiveness across both traditional
and non-traditional security threats, including maritime
security, cybersecurity, humanitarian assistance, and
strategic competition. Third, the study demonstrates how
institutional features such as informality, flexibility,
consensus-based decision-making, and varying strategic
priorities influence the effectiveness of security
cooperation. By integrating these dimensions, the article
offers a more nuanced framework for understanding the
opportunities and limitations of contemporary Indo-Pacific
security alliances and contributes to ongoing debates on
regional security governance.

Methods

The present study employs a qualitative and analytical
research methodology to examine the effectiveness of
security alliances in the Indo-Pacific region in responding to
emerging security threats and geopolitical challenges. The
research is primarily based on secondary sources of
information, including scholarly books, peer-reviewed
journal articles, policy papers, strategic reports, official
statements, and publications produced by research
institutions and think tanks focusing on Indo-Pacific affairs
and international security. These sources provide
conceptual, theoretical, and empirical insights into the
changing security dynamics of the region and the evolving
role of strategic alliances.

The study adopts a descriptive and interpretative
approach to analyse the strategic significance of major
Indo-Pacific security arrangements, particularly the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) and the Australia—
United Kingdom—-United States (AUKUS) partnership.
These two alliances have been selected because of their
increasing prominence in regional security discourse and
their growing role in shaping the Indo-Pacific strategic
environment. The research evaluates their effectiveness by
examining their contributions toward maritime security,
strategic balancing, defence cooperation, technological
collaboration, intelligence sharing, cybersecurity, and
regional stability.

To provide a theoretical foundation, the study is guided
by the Realist tradition in International Relations, especially
Structural Realism and Offensive Realism. Structural
Realism explains that states operate within an anarchic
international system where survival and security remain the
primary concerns of national governments. In such
circumstances, states seek alliances as balancing
mechanisms against rising or threatening powers. Within
the Indo-Pacific context, China’s rapid economic and
military rise has significantly altered the regional balance of
power, encouraging countries such as the United States,
India, Japan, and Australia to strengthen strategic
partnerships.

The study also incorporates the perspective of Offensive
Realism, which argues that major powers naturally seek to
maximize their influence and secure regional dominance
whenever opportunities emerge. This theoretical framework
helps explain the intensifying strategic competition between
the United States and China and the growing importance of
alliances in managing regional power transitions.
Additionally, the concept of the “Thucydides Trap” is used
to understand the structural tensions that arise when an
emerging power challenges an established hegemon,
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thereby increasing the possibility of geopolitical rivalry and
confrontation(Allison, 2018).

A comparative analytical method has also been
employed to identify similarities and differences between
the Quad and AUKUS in terms of strategic objectives,
operational focus, institutional structure, and security
priorities. Particular attention is given to both traditional

and non-traditional security dimensions, including
maritime  disputes, cyber threats, technological
competition, supply-chain resilience, and regional

strategic coordination.

The study remains limited to the Indo-Pacific region
and focuses specifically on contemporary security
alliances that have emerged in response to changing
geopolitical realities. Since the research is qualitative in
nature, it does not rely on statistical techniques or
quantitative data analysis. Instead, the emphasis is placed
on critical interpretation, theoretical understanding, and
strategic assessment of regional security developments
and alliance behaviour.

Result and Discussion

The analysis of official policy documents, defence
white papers, strategic reports, and recent scholarly
literature indicates that China's expanding military
capabilities and growing economic influence have
significantly reshaped the security environment of the
Indo-Pacific. China's increasing defence expenditure,
naval modernization, and expansion of maritime
operations in the South China Sea and East China Sea
have heightened security concerns among regional states.
The construction and militarization of artificial islands,
frequent naval patrols, and the assertion of extensive
maritime claims have intensified territorial disputes and
raised concerns regarding freedom of navigation.

The evidence further demonstrates that China's
growing strategic presence has accelerated security
cooperation among Indo-Pacific states. The revitalization
of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad), the
establishment of AUKUS, and the strengthening of
bilateral alliances such as the United States—Japan
alliance reflect collective efforts to enhance deterrence,
improve maritime domain awareness, expand intelligence
sharing, and increase military interoperability. Official
strategic documents also reveal greater cooperation in
cybersecurity, emerging technologies, humanitarian
assistance, and disaster relief.

At the same time, the findings indicate that regional
responses remain uneven. While several countries have
strengthened security cooperation with the United States
and its partners, others continue to pursue strategic
autonomy by maintaining diplomatic and economic
engagement with China alongside security cooperation
with other regional actors. This diversity of strategic
preferences has influenced the level of coordination
achieved within Indo-Pacific security arrangements.

The findings suggest that China's expanding strategic
influence has acted as the principal catalyst for the
evolution of the Indo-Pacific security architecture. Rather
than functioning solely as military alliances, contemporary
security partnerships increasingly serve as flexible
strategic frameworks designed to address both
conventional and non-traditional security challenges. This
supports the argument that evolving regional power
dynamics have encouraged the emergence of mini-lateral
security arrangements that complement, rather than
replace, traditional bilateral alliances.
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However, the analysis also demonstrates that the
effectiveness of these alliances is constrained by
institutional and political factors. The informal and
consensus-based nature of arrangements such as the
Quad provides diplomatic flexibility but simultaneously limits
their capacity for collective decision-making and
coordinated responses during periods of heightened
strategic tension. Similarly, differences in national interests,
economic dependence on China, and varying threat
perceptions reduce the ability of member states to formulate
unified security strategies.

These findings therefore indicate that while China's
growing influence has strengthened strategic cooperation
among Indo-Pacific partners, alliance effectiveness
depends not only on military capabilities but also on
institutional ~ cohesion,  political commitment, and
convergence of strategic objectives. The evidence
reinforces broader debates in International Relations
concerning balancing behaviour, institutional effectiveness,
and regional security governance, demonstrating that
sustainable Indo-Pacific security requires both credible
deterrence and deeper multilateral coordination.

Theoretical Understanding of Security Alliances: Realism
Perspective

The study of security alliances in the Indo-Pacific can be
effectively  understood through  major theoretical
approaches in international relations, particularly Realism
and its variants. These perspectives explains why states
form alliances, how they respond to emerging threats, and
how shifts in power influence global and regional stability.
Scholars argue that alliances are formed either on the
principle of ‘balancing’ or ‘bandwagoning’. Balancing is
alignment with weaker side and bandwagoning means to
choose the stronger side. Though, there is a serious flaws
in this view but the most agreed view point is that states will
ally against the most threatening powers. (Walt, 1985).

One of the foundational approaches in this context is
Structural Realism, developed by Kenneth Waltz. According
to Waltz, the international system is anarchic, there is no
central authority above states, and therefore states must
rely on self-help to ensure their survival (N.Waltz, 2010). In
such a system, the distribution of power among states
determines their behavior. Waltz argues that states tend to
form alliances as a balancing mechanism against more
powerful or threatening states. In the context of Indo-Pacific,
the rise of China can be seen as a shift in the balance of
power, compelling other states to form alliances to maintain
equilibrium. Therefore, alliances such as the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue and AUKUS can be interpreted as efforts
to restore balance in response to China’s growing
capabilities.

Building on this, Offensive realism, articulated by John
J. Mearsheimer, provides a more assertive interpretation of
state behavior. Mearsheimer argues that great powers are
inherently driven to maximize their relative power and seek
regional or global dominance whenever possible. According
to this perspective, the rise of china is not merely an
economic phenomenon but part of a broader strategic
ambition to achieve regional hegemony in Asia.
Consequently, the United States and its allies are likely to
adopt strategies aimed at containing or balancing china’s
rise. Security alliances in the broader strategy to prevent
any single power from dominating the region.
(Mearsheimer, 2014).

Another important theoretical lens is the concept of
Thucydides Trap, popularized by Graham Allison. This
concept suggests that conflict becomes likely when a rising
power challenges an established hegemon. Drawing from
the historical example of Peloponnesian war, Allison argues
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that structural stress created by power transition often
leads to strategic rivalry and potential conflict. (Allison
2018).

These theoretical perspectives provide a
comprehensive framework for understanding the
emergence and evolution of security alliances in the Indo-
Pacific. Structural realism explains the balancing behavior
of states in response to shifting power dynamics. Offensive
realism highlights the competitive and power maximizing
nature of great powers and the Thucydides Trap highlights
the risks associated with power transitions. These
perspectives collectively helps to explain why alliances
such as Quad and AUKUS have become central to
maintaining stability and managing security threats in the
Indo-Pacific region.

China’s Growing Influence and Strategic Competition in
the Indo-Pacific

China’s rapid rise during the twenty-first century has
significantly altered the global balance of power,
particularly within the Indo-Pacific region. As China’s
economic, military, and technological capabilities have
expanded, the United States and its allies increasingly
perceive China as a strategic challenge to the international
order that has largely been shaped by Western leadership
since the end of the Second World War (Roper, 2024).

China’s economic expansion and trade connectivity
have become major sources of its global influence.
Sustained economic growth and expanding trade relations
have enabled China to emerge as a key trading partner for
countries across Asia, Africa, Europe, and Latin America.
Initiatives such as the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
demonstrate China’s ambition to reshape global economic
connectivity through infrastructure development and
financial engagement. Through these initiatives, China
has strengthened its economic diplomacy and expanded
its strategic presence in multiple regions, including the
Indo-Pacific. While China presents the BRI as a project
centred on economic cooperation and development, many
analysts in the United States view it as a mechanism for
expanding China’s strategic influence and potentially
challenging American dominance (Wong & Downes, 2024).

Alongside economic growth, China has also achieved
substantial progress in science, technology, and
innovation. The country has invested heavily in sectors
such as artificial intelligence, quantum computing,
telecommunications, and digital infrastructure. Chinese
companies have become major actors within global
technology markets, particularly in areas such as 5G
telecommunications and digital platforms. These
developments have generated concerns in the United
States regarding technological competition, cybersecurity,
and the growing influence of Chinese technological
standards in the Indo-Pacific region (Li et al., 2026).

China has additionally sought to enhance its global
influence through new multilateral institutions. The Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) serves as a
significant example of China’s attempt to play a more
prominent role in global economic governance. China’s
diplomatic outreach is further reflected in its active
participation in regional organizations such as the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), through which
it engages with South and Central Asian countries on
issues related to security, economic cooperation, and
regional stability (Nye, 2005).

In response to China’s expanding influence and
growing strategic assertiveness, the United States and its
allies have strengthened various security partnerships
within the Indo-Pacific. The Quad and AUKUS are among
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the most prominent examples of such arrangements.
Initially centred primarily on defence and security
cooperation, these partnerships have gradually expanded
their focus to include maritime security, intelligence sharing,
technological collaboration, and strategic coordination in
emerging domains.

Strategic Significance of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
in the Indo-Pacific Security Architecture

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, comprising the
United States, India, Japan, and Australia, has emerged as
a major strategic framework for promoting stability and
security in the Indo-Pacific region. Originally conceived as a
consultative mechanism among democratic states with
shared strategic concerns, the Quad has evolved into a
broader platform for cooperation in areas such as regional
security, economic development, and multilateral
coordination. The growing geopolitical importance of the
Indo-Pacific—characterized by maritime disputes, strategic
competition, and shifting power relations—has increased
the relevance of the Quad within the broader regional
security architecture.

One of the Quad’s most important contributions lies in
promoting maritime security, which remains central to Indo-
Pacific stability. The region includes several of the world’s
most critical sea lanes, particularly the South China Sea and
the Strait of Malacca, where freedom of navigation is
essential for international trade. According to the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), approximately 80-90 percent of global trade by
volume is transported by sea, with a major share passing
through Indo-Pacific maritime routes. The Strait of Malacca
alone carries nearly one-third of global maritime trade and
around one-quarter of the world’s traded goods, making it
one of the most strategically significant chokepoints in the
global economy. More than 60,000 vessels pass through
the Strait annually, emphasizing its importance for global
energy flows and commercial connectivity between Asia,
Europe, and the Middle East. These realities explain why
maritime security and freedom of navigation remain central
concerns for both regional and global powers.

The Quad regularly conducts naval exercises aimed at
strengthening interoperability and coordination among
member navies. These exercises symbolize a collective
commitment to protecting maritime routes and deterring
threats such as piracy, smuggling, and unlawful territorial
encroachments. The Quad also functions as a platform for
addressing strategic concerns arising from China’s
increasingly assertive behaviour in the South China Sea
and East China Sea. China’s construction of artificial islands
and military installations in disputed maritime areas has
heightened concerns regarding regional stability and
freedom of navigation. Although the Quad officially denies
being an anti-China alliance, many analysts view it as an
important balancing mechanism against China’s rising
influence and assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific (Panda,
2022).

The Quad further strengthens the security capabilities of
its members through multiple forms of cooperation.
Intelligence sharing and surveillance initiatives, including
the Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain Awareness Initiative,
assist member states in tracking illegal fishing, smuggling
activities, and suspicious naval movements. The Quad also
conducts joint naval exercises, coordinated patrols, and
capacity-building programmes designed to enhance
maritime cooperation (Cooper, 2020; Dunne et al., 2020) The
Malabar naval exercises, involving India, the United States,
Japan, and Australia, represent a major example of such
collaboration(Rajagopalan, 2023). These exercises focus on

153 | Politeia : Journal of Public Administration and Political Science and International Relations

https://journal.idscipub.com/index.php/politeia


https://doi.org/10.61978/civitas.v2i4.1175

Ahmed et al.

maritime operations, anti-submarine warfare, air defence,
and disaster response, thereby improving operational
coordination among participating navies (Marwah, 2023).
They also demonstrate the Quad’s commitment to
preserving a “free and open Indo-Pacific’ and send a
strategic message regarding collective support for
maritime security and freedom of navigation (Pant &
Mattoo, 2021).

Beyond defence cooperation, the Quad has expanded
into areas such as cybersecurity, defence technology, and
infrastructure development, thereby improving collective
responses to emerging security challenges (Mohan &
Govella, 2022). The member states also cooperate on
counterterrorism initiatives through intelligence sharing,
training programmes, and efforts to combat violent
extremism and transnational terrorist networks operating
in the region (Taneja, 2021).

The Quad additionally contributes to regional
economic development and connectivity. Initiatives such
as port development projects in Southeast Asia,
renewable energy cooperation in Pacific Island states, and
digital connectivity programmes in South and Southeast
Asia demonstrate the alliance’s broader developmental
agenda. The Blue Dot Network and the Partnership for
Global Infrastructure and Investment seek to promote
high-quality infrastructure standards and transparent
financing, offering alternatives to China’s Belt and Road
Initiative. These projects aim to strengthen regional
connectivity, improve supply-chain resilience, and support
sustainable economic growth in countries such as
Vietnam, Indonesia, and several Pacific Island nations
(Smith, 2021).

Strategic Significance of the AUKUS Security Partnership
in the Indo-Pacific

The AUKUS partnership, involving Australia, the
United Kingdom, and the United States, was established
in 2021 as a trilateral security arrangement intended to
strengthen defence cooperation and maintain strategic
stability in the Indo-Pacific region (Goswami, 2022). The
partnership consists of two major pillars. The first pillar
emphasis on assisting Australia in  acquiring
conventionally armed nuclear-powered submarines for the
Royal Australian Navy. The second pillar centres on
cooperation in advanced technologies and expanded
information sharing.

The second pillar specifically aims to enhance
collaboration in emerging technologies such as artificial
intelligence, quantum technologies, robotics, cyber
capabilities, hypersonic systems, autonomous underwater
vehicles, and electronic warfare. The objective is to
improve technological interoperability and maintain
strategic advantages amid intensifying geopolitical
competition, particularly with China. Despite bureaucratic
and regulatory challenges, progress has already been
visible in joint technological trials involving military and
civiian personnel from all three countries. Such
cooperation has included the exchange of artificial
intelligence models and coordinated operations involving
Al-enabled systems designed to identify and track targets
(Kahn, 2023).

The  Australia—United  Kingdom-United  States
(AUKUS) security partnership has strengthened the
strategic position of its member states through measurable
enhancements in defence capability, force integration, and
advanced technology cooperation. The 2023 AUKUS

Optimal Pathway commits Australia to acquiring
conventionally armed, nuclear-powered submarines
(SSN-AUKUS), while establishing the Submarine
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Rotational Force—West (SRF-West) at HMAS Stirling in
Western Australia from 2027. Under this arrangement,
United States Virginia-class and United Kingdom Astute-
class submarines will conduct regular rotational
deployments, increasing the allied undersea presence and
improving operational readiness in the Indo-Pacific (U.S.
Department of Defense, 2024).

Evidence of implementation is already visible. Australia,
the United Kingdom, and the United States have signed
bilateral Memoranda of Understanding to expand personnel
exchanges and accelerate Australia's sovereign nuclear-
submarine workforce. Australian naval officers and sailors
are currently undergoing training with the U.S. Navy and the
Royal Navy, while significant investments are being made
in naval infrastructure, maintenance facilities, and industrial
capacity to support future submarine operations. These
developments indicate that AUKUS has moved beyond a
political declaration to the practical implementation of long-
term military capability development.

Beyond submarine capability (Pillar 1), AUKUS has
expanded cooperation under Pillar |l through joint
development of advanced defence technologies, including
artificial intelligence, quantum technologies, cyber
capabilities, autonomous systems, electronic warfare,
hypersonic and counter-hypersonic technologies, and
undersea systems. In September 2024, the three
governments announced the deployment of artificial
intelligence algorithms to process sonar-buoy data for anti-
submarine warfare and launched the Maritime Big Play
series of experiments to test autonomous and uncrewed
maritime systems. These initiatives aim to enhance
decision-making speed, improve maritime domain
awareness, and strengthen interoperability among the three
defence forces (The White House, 2023).

Institutional reforms further demonstrate the alliance's
strategic significance. The three governments have
introduced export-control reforms, including amendments to
the United States International Traffic in Arms Regulations
(ITAR), to facilitate licence-free defence trade and
accelerate the co-development and co-production of
advanced military technologies. Such reforms reduce
bureaucratic  barriers, strengthen defence-industrial
integration, and improve the capacity of the partners to
deliver advanced military capabilities more rapidly.

These developments suggest that AUKUS has evolved
into a comprehensive defence partnership that combines
military capability enhancement, technological innovation,
industrial collaboration, and institutional integration.
Collectively, these measures are intended to strengthen
deterrence, preserve a favourable balance of power, and
enhance allied readiness in response to China's expanding
military capabilities and increasingly assertive activities in
the Indo-Pacific. Nevertheless, Chinese officials continue to
characterize AUKUS as a Cold War-style arrangement that
could intensify regional militarization and strategic
competition, illustrating the divergent interpretations of the
partnership within the regional security environment.

AUKUS has strengthened the strategic position of its
member states by enhancing maritime defence capabilities
in the Indo-Pacific. The alliance is widely interpreted as part
of broader efforts by the United States and its allies to
respond to China’s growing military influence, particularly in
the South China Sea. Through enhanced cooperation,
AUKUS aims to maintain a favourable balance of power and
deter actions that may threaten regional stability. China,
however, perceives the partnership as part of a containment
strategy directed against its rise, contributing to concerns
regarding regional militarization and arms competition.

The formation of AUKUS reflects the belief that
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maintaining a balance of power remains essential for
preserving stability within the Indo-Pacific(Randev, 2022).
The alliance seeks to deter aggressive actions by
strengthening defence cooperation and improving military
preparedness among its members (Imannurdin et al.,
2024). It also complements existing regional
arrangements such as the Quad by contributing to a wider
network of strategic partnerships designed to reinforce
Indo-Pacific security architecture.

AUKUS additionally seeks to safeguard freedom of
navigation across vital sea lanes that are essential for
international trade and regional stability. By improving
maritime capabilities, the alliance aims to prevent
disruptions arising from militarization, blockades, or
coercive actions in strategically important waters.
Furthermore, AUKUS extends beyond conventional
military concerns by addressing emerging non-traditional
security threats. Cooperation in areas such as
cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, autonomous systems,
and quantum technologies reflects recognition of the
changing nature of security in the digital era. Such
collaboration is considered essential for managing
increasingly sophisticated technological and cyber threats
(Australian Government Department of Defence, 2024).

Non-Traditional Security Threats and the Effectiveness of
Indo-Pacific Security Alliances

The analysis indicates that Indo-Pacific security
alliances have progressively expanded their agendas
beyond conventional military deterrence to address a
broader spectrum of non-traditional security threats.
Official policy documents and joint communiqués
demonstrate that arrangements such as the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (Quad), AUKUS, and other regional
partnerships increasingly recognize  cybersecurity,
maritime piracy, climate change, disaster relief, and public
health emergencies as integral components of regional
security (Australian Government Department of Defence,
2024).

Cybersecurity has emerged as one of the principal
areas of cooperation. The Quad Leaders' Joint Statements
and subsequent initiatives established dedicated working
groups on cyber resilience, critical infrastructure
protection, ransomware prevention, and secure digital
technologies. Member states have coordinated efforts to
strengthen cyber capacity-building, improve information
sharing, and promote secure telecommunications
infrastructure across the Indo-Pacific. Similarly, under
AUKUS Pillar I, Australia, the United Kingdom, and the
United States have expanded collaboration on cyber
capabilities, artificial intelligence, quantum technologies,
electronic warfare, and advanced undersea systems to
enhance collective resilience against increasingly
sophisticated cyber threats (The White House, 2024).

The findings also demonstrate that maritime security
and piracy remain significant concerns, particularly in
strategic sea lanes that support global trade. The Quad's
Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness
(IPMDA) employs satellite-based technologies and
information-sharing mechanisms to improve monitoring of
illegal fishing, piracy, smuggling, and other illicit maritime
activities. Enhanced  maritime  surveillance has
strengthened the capacity of participating states to detect
and respond to threats in the South China Sea, the Indian
Ocean, and the wider Indo-Pacific (International Maritime
Organization, 2024).

Evidence further indicates that climate change has
become an increasingly important security issue within
regional cooperation frameworks. Rising sea levels,

10.61978/politeia.v4i3.1556

extreme weather events, and climate-induced disasters
threaten coastal infrastructure, food security, human
security, and economic resilience across several Indo-
Pacific island states. Recognizing these challenges, the
Quad has launched initiatives focusing on climate
adaptation, clean energy transition, disaster risk reduction,
and resilient infrastructure. These initiatives acknowledge
that environmental degradation can exacerbate
humanitarian crises, resource competition, and political
instability across the region (Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, 2023).

The COVID-19 pandemic further demonstrated the
importance of public health security as a component of
regional security cooperation. In response, the Quad
Vaccine Partnership coordinated the production and
distribution of safe and effective vaccines across the Indo-
Pacific while promoting cooperation in health supply chains,
pandemic preparedness, and emergency response
mechanisms. These initiatives illustrate that regional
security alliances increasingly view health emergencies as
transnational threats requiring coordinated multilateral
action rather than purely domestic policy responses (World
Health Organization, 2023).

The study suggest that Indo-Pacific security alliances
are gradually evolving from traditional military partnerships
into multi-dimensional security institutions capable of
addressing both conventional and non-conventional threats.
This evolution reflects the changing nature of regional
security, cyberattacks, illegal maritime activities, climate-
related disasters, and pandemics increasingly affect
national security alongside interstate military competition
(Australian Government Department of Defence, 2024 ).

Nevertheless, the evidence also reveals important
limitations. Although alliances have developed numerous
initiatives addressing non-traditional threats,
implementation remains uneven across issue areas.
Cybersecurity cooperation is often constrained by
differences in national regulatory frameworks, intelligence-
sharing arrangements, and technological capabilities.
Climate initiatives largely emphasize policy coordination
rather than binding commitments or collective financing
mechanisms, limiting their practical impact on vulnerable
states. Similarly, maritime security cooperation has
improved surveillance and information sharing but remains
challenged by overlapping territorial disputes, limited
enforcement authority, and differing national priorities.
Public health cooperation, while strengthened during the
COVID-19 pandemic, has yet to evolve into a permanent
institutional framework capable of coordinating responses
to future regional health emergencies (WHO, 2023).

These study indicate that the effectiveness of Indo-
Pacific security alliances varies according to the nature of
the threat. Alliances have demonstrated relatively greater
success in enhancing information sharing, technological
cooperation, and capacity-building, and maritime domain

awareness than in establishing binding collective
mechanisms for addressing complex transnational
challenges. Consequently, while regional security

partnerships have expanded their functional scope beyond
traditional defence, further institutionalization, sustained
political commitment, and deeper regional cooperation
remain necessary to improve their capacity to address the
full spectrum of non-traditional security threats in the Indo-
Pacific.

Challenges and Constraints in Indo-Pacific Security
Cooperation

Despite the expansion of security cooperation in the
Indo-Pacific, several structural and institutional constraints
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continue to limit the effectiveness of regional security
alliances. Although arrangements such as the Quad,
AUKUS, have strengthened defence cooperation,
intelligence sharing, and maritime security, their ability to
respond collectively to regional security challenges
remains uneven. Divergent national interests, varying
threat perceptions, economic interdependence with China,
and the predominantly informal nature of several Indo-
Pacific security arrangements continue to constrain policy
coordination and collective action.

From the perspective of Structural Realism, China's
growing military capabilities and expanding regional
influence constitute a systemic external threat that should
encourage balancing behaviour among neighbouring
states. The revitalisation of the Quad, the establishment of
AUKUS, and the strengthening of bilateral alliances are
broadly consistent with this expectation, as they reflect
efforts to enhance deterrence and preserve the regional
balance of power (Mearsheimer, 2001; Walt, 1985; Waltz,
2010). However, the empirical evidence presented in this
study demonstrates that balancing behaviour has neither
been uniform nor unconditional.

The persistence of internal divergences among Indo-
Pacific partners suggests that systemic pressures alone
cannot fully explain alliance behaviour. States differ
considerably in their perceptions of China's rise, their
strategic priorities, and their economic dependence on
Beijing. For example, while the United States and Australia
have adopted increasingly robust balancing strategies,
countries such as India continue to pursue strategic
autonomy, avoiding formal alliance commitments despite
expanding defence cooperation with like-minded partners.
Similarly, several Southeast Asian states seek to balance
security cooperation with the United States while
simultaneously maintaining strong economic and
diplomatic relations with China. These variations indicate
that domestic political priorities, economic interests, and
regional diplomatic considerations shape alliance
behaviour alongside structural incentives.

Furthermore, the institutional design of Indo-Pacific
security arrangements  influences  their  overall
effectiveness.  Unlike  formal collective defence
organizations such as the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), the Quad operates through
voluntary cooperation and consensus-based decision-
making without legally binding mutual defence obligations.
While this institutional flexibility enables member states to
cooperate across diverse issue areas, it also limits the
speed, consistency, and predictability of collective
responses during periods of heightened strategic tension.
Consequently, institutional informality simultaneously
represents both a strength and a constraint within the
evolving Indo-Pacific security architecture.

These findings suggest that Structural Realism
provides an important explanation for the emergence of
balancing behaviour in the Indo-Pacific but offers only a
partial account of variations in alliance effectiveness. The
evidence indicates that systemic power competition
creates incentives for security cooperation; however, the
depth and effectiveness of that cooperation are mediated
by institutional arrangements, domestic political
considerations, economic interdependence, and differing
national strategic preferences. Therefore, understanding
Indo-Pacific security alliances requires combining
structural realist insights with institutional and foreign
policy perspectives that account for the complex political
and economic dynamics shaping regional security
cooperation.

10.61978/politeia.v4i3.1556

Conclusion

This study examined the effectiveness of major Indo-
Pacific security alliances in addressing both traditional and
non-traditional security threats and investigated the
conditions under which these alliances contribute to
regional security. Specifically, it addressed the research
question: Under what conditions do Indo-Pacific security
alliances effectively respond to traditional and non-
traditional regional security threats, and how do
institutional  characteristics  influence their overall
effectiveness?

The findings indicate that Indo-Pacific security
alliances are most effective when member states exhibit
convergent strategic interests, sustained political
commitment, high levels of military interoperability, and
institutionalized mechanisms for intelligence sharing,
technological cooperation, and coordinated policy
implementation. Arrangements such as the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (Quad), AUKUS, and bilateral alliances
have strengthened deterrence, maritime domain
awareness, cybersecurity cooperation, humanitarian
assistance, and disaster response capabilities. However,
their effectiveness remains uneven across different
security domains. Divergent national priorities, economic
interdependence with China, varying threat perceptions,
and the largely informal institutional design of several Indo-
Pacific partnerships continue to constrain collective
decision-making and coordinated responses, particularly
in addressing complex transnational challenges such as
climate change, cyber threats, maritime piracy, and future
public health emergencies.

From a theoretical perspective, this study contributes
to the literature on alliance politics and Indo-Pacific
security by demonstrating that Structural Realism provides
a useful explanation for the emergence of balancing
behaviour in response to China's growing strategic
influence but does not fully explain variations in alliance
cohesion and effectiveness. While systemic power
competition creates incentives for states to strengthen
security cooperation, the empirical findings show that
institutional design, domestic political considerations,
economic interdependence, and strategic autonomy
significantly influence the extent and effectiveness of
balancing behaviour. The study therefore argues that
understanding  contemporary  Indo-Pacific  security
alliances requires integrating insights from Structural
Realism with institutional and foreign policy approaches
that better capture the multidimensional nature of regional
security cooperation.

Empirically, this research contributes by providing a
comparative assessment of major Indo-Pacific security
alliances across both traditional and non-traditional
security threats rather than focusing on a single alliance or
a single security issue. This broader analytical perspective
enhances understanding of how evolving regional security
arrangements  respond to increasingly complex
geopolitical and transnational challenges.

Despite these contributions, the study has several
limitations. First, the analysis is based primarily on
qualitative document analysis of official policy documents,
strategic reports, and existing scholarly literature rather
than interviews, field research, or quantitative measures of
alliance effectiveness. Second, the study focuses on
selected security partnerships—particularly the Quad and
AUKUS—and therefore does not comprehensively
examine all regional security mechanisms operating within
the Indo-Pacific. Third, because the regional security
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environment continues to evolve rapidly, particularly with
respect to emerging technologies and geopolitical
competition, some policy developments may change
after the completion of this research.

Future research could adopt mixed-methods
approaches by combining qualitative analysis with
quantitative indicators of alliance performance, defence
cooperation, or regional security outcomes. Comparative
studies involving additional regional institutions, including
ASEAN-led security mechanisms, as well as longitudinal
analyses of alliance adaptation to emerging technologies
and non-traditional security threats, would further
strengthen understanding of the evolving Indo-Pacific
security architecture. Such research would contribute to
a more comprehensive evaluation of how regional
security alliances can adapt to an increasingly dynamic
and contested strategic environment.

Author contributions

The authors designed the study, conducted the
literature review, collected and analyzed the data,
interpreted the findings, and prepared the manuscript. The
authors reviewed and approved the final version of the
manuscript and accept full responsibility for its content.

References

Allison, G. (2018). Destined For War: Can America and China Escape
Thucydides Trap? Mariner Books.

Australian Government Department of Defence. (2024).
https://www.defence.gov.au/strategic-planning/aukus

Cooper, Z. (2020). The Future Indo-Pacific Order. Security Challenges, 16(3),
5-9. https://www.jstor.org/stable/26924332

Dunne, T., Kurki, M., & Smith, S. (2020). International Relations Theories.
Oxford University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1093/hepl/9780198814443.001.0001

Goswami, A. S. (2022). Balancing Grand Strategy for America to Offset
Thucydides’s Trap with China. Journal of Strategic Security, 15(02),
17-33. https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.15.2.1983

Hu, W., & others. (2020). The US Indo-Pacific Strategy and China’s
Response. China Review, 20(3), 143-176.
https://www jstor.org/stable/26928115

Imannurdin, Y., Sudiarso, A., & Sianturi, D. (2024). The Impact of the AUKUS
Alliance on China’s Influence in the Indo-Pacific Region. International
Journal of Humanities Education and Social Sciences (IJHESS), 3(5),
2473-2479. https://doi.org/10.55227/ijhess.v3i5.976

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. (2023). Climate Change 2023:
Synthesis Report. Contribution of Working Groups 1, Il and Ill to the
Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (H. Lee & J. Romero, Eds.).
https://doi.org/10.59327/IPCC/AR6-9789291691647

International Maritime Organization. (2024). Reports on Acts of Piracy and
Armed Robbery Against Ships: Annual Report-2024 (Number
MSC.4/Circ.269).
https://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Security/Pages/Piracy-
Reports.aspx

Kahn, L. (2023). AUKUS Explained: How Will the Trilateral Pact Shape Indo-
Pacific Security? https://www.cfr.org/articles/aukus-explained-how-
will-trilateral-pact-shape-indo-pacific-security

Li, H., Lu, W., Wang, A., & Xie, X. (2026). China’s Technological Rise and Its
Global Welfare Effects. Economic Modelling, 155, 107407.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.econmod.2025.107407

Marwah, S. S. (2023). China and the Indo-Pacific: Maneuvers and
Manifestations. Palgrave Macmillan.

Mearsheimer, J. J. (2001). The Tragedy of Great Power Politics. W. W. Norton
& Company.

Medcalf, R. (2020). Indo-Pacific Empire: China, America and the Contest for
the World’s Pivotal Region. Manchester University Press.

Mohan, G., & Govella, K. (2022). The Future of the Quad and the Emerging
Architecture in the Indo-Pacific.
https://www.gmfus.org/sites/default/files/2022-
06/The%20Future%200f%20the%20Quad%20and%20the%20Emer
ging%?20Architecture%20in%20the%20Indo-Pacific.pdf

Nye, J. S. (2005). Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics. Public
Affairs Books.

Panda, J. P. (2022).

AUKUS.

The Quad’s Strategic Agenda for 2022.

10.61978/politeia.v4i3.1556

Funding

The authors received no external financial support for
the research, authorship, and publication of this article.
The study was conducted without any specific funding
from public, commercial, or non-profit organizations.

Acknowledgements

The authors sincerely thank all scholars, researchers,
and institutions whose published works and publicly
available resources contributed to the development of this
study. The authors also appreciate the valuable comments
and suggestions from the anonymous reviewers, which
significantly improved the manuscript's quality and clarity.
Any remaining errors or omissions are the sole
responsibility of the author.

Conflict of interest

The authors declare that there are no financial,
professional, personal, or institutional conflicts of interest
that could have influenced the research, authorship, or
publication of this manuscript.

https://thediplomat.com/2022/01/the-quads-strategic-agenda-for-
2022/

Pant, H. V, & Mattoo, S. (2021). The Rise and Rise of the ‘Quad’: Setting an
Agenda for India (Number ORF Special Report No. 161).
https://www.orfonline.org/research/the-rise-and-rise-of-the-quad-
setting-an-agenda-for-india

Rajagopalan, R. P. (2023). Malabar Exercise Brings Quad Navies Together in
Australia. https://magazine.thediplomat.com/2023-09/malabar-
exercise-brings-quad-navies-together-in-australia

Randev, R. (2022). Reshaping the Indo-Pacific Construct Through Strategic
Geopolitical Convergences: AUKUS as a Harbinger of a Multipolar
Hegemony in the Region. Journal of Indo-Pacific Affairs.
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/JIPA/Display/Article/2904531/reshapi
ng-the-indo-pacific-construct-through-strategic-geopolitical-
convergence/

Roper, B. S. (2024). China’s Rise and the United States’ Response:
Implications for the Global Order and New Zealand/Aotearoa. Part I:
Using Uneven and Combined Development Theory to Explain China’s
Rise. Kotuitui: New Zealand Journal of Social Sciences Online, 19(4),
456-471. https://doi.org/10.1080/1177083X.2024.2328532

Smith, S. A. (2021). The Quad in the Indo-Pacific: What to Know.
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/quad-indo-pacific-what-know

Taneja, K. (2021). An Examination of India’s Policy Response to Foreign
Fighters ~ (Number ORF  Occasional Paper No. 333).
https://www.orfonline.org/research/an-examination-of-indias-policy-
response-to-foreign-fighters

The White House. (2023). Joint Leaders Statement
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-
releases/2023/03/13/joint-leaders-statement-on-aukus/

Tow, W. T. (2009). Security Politics in the Asia-Pacific. Cambridge University
Press. https://doi.org/10.1017/CB0O9780511815126

U.S. Department of Defense. (2024). AUKUS Defense Ministers’ Joint
Statement.
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3733790/a
ukus-defense-ministers-joint-statement/

Walt, S. (1985). Alliance Formation and the Balance of World Power.
International Security, 9(4), 3—43. https://doi.org/10.2307/2538540

Waltz, K. N. (2010). Theory of International Politics (Reissue). Waveland
Press.

Wong, M. Y. H., & Downes, J. F. (2024). Reassessing the Impact of China’s
Belt and Road Initiative: A Mixed Methods Approach. Journal of
Chinese Political Science. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11366-024-09888-
0

World Health Organization. (2023). Ending the COVID-19 Emergency and
Transitioning from the Emergency Phase to Longer-Term Disease
Management: Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan, April
2023-April 2025. https://iris.who.int/handle/10665/372712

on AUKUS.

157 | Politeia : Journal of Public Administration and Political Science and International Relations

https://journal.idscipub.com/index.php/politeia


https://doi.org/10.61978/civitas.v2i4.1175

