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ABSTRACT: This study delineates the evolution of Good 

Governance through a literature review perspective, detailing 

the concepts and practices of effective governance over time. 

Engaging in the analysis of recent literature, the research 

explores the initial definitions and dimensions of Good 

Governance, tracing significant changes and developmental 

peaks on a global scale. The evolution trends are 

systematically mapped through a thorough literature review, 

providing a comprehensive overview of how the concept of 

Good Governance has progressed. Key influencing factors, 

including the roles of globalization, technology, social and 

cultural changes, are identified and analyzed. The findings 

offer in-depth insights into the complexity and dynamics of 

Good Governance, with significant implications for future 

research, policy-making, and practices. This research not only 

serves as a primary reference for scholars but also provides 

valuable guidance for practitioners and policymakers 

interested in enhancing governance across diverse contexts. 
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INTRODUCTION 

According to Prabowo and Sumarsono (2020), Good governance is considered a crucial 

foundation in achieving sustainable development and efficient government administration. The 

importance of good governance is not only limited to the national level, but also includes a global 

dimension(Akpan-Obong et al., 2023; Mitchell et al., 2023). As stated by the UNDP (United 

Nations Development Program), Good governance is key to creating conditions that support 

sustainable development and poverty alleviation at the global level. Therefore, understanding the 

evolution of good governance is not only essential to improve governance performance at the 

national level, but also to respond to dynamic demands and changes on the global stage 

(Kaufmann, Kraay, & Zoido-Lobatón, n.d.). 

The importance of good governance is also closely related to aspects of legitimacy and public trust 

in government. Through the application of good governance principles, the government can gain 
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public support and participation in the decision-making process and policy implementation 

(Rhodes, 1997). Thus, good governance is not only a theoretical concept, but also has a real impact 

on the welfare of society and the political stability of a country(Fabiani et al., 2023; Zattoni & 

Cuomo, 2023). 

In the context of globalization and the complexity of contemporary challenges, good governance 

is becoming increasingly important to address the evolving dynamics of change. As a literature 

review study, this journal aims to develop a comprehensive understanding of the evolution of good 

governance, understand its importance in local and global contexts, and contribute to theoretical 

and practical thinking in this area. The purpose of this research is to present a comprehensive 

understanding of the evolution of good governance through a literature review approach. As 

Hasanuddin (2018) explains, Mapping the evolution of good governance will provide deep insights 

into how the concept has evolved over time, as well as identify significant trends and changes in 

its dimensions and practices. In this context, this research aims to provide a clearer and more 

detailed picture of the journey of the concept of good governance, map the peak points of its 

development, and analyze the changes that have occurred in relation to the external and internal 

factors that influence it(Malitz, 2023; Ohle & te Water Mulder, 2023). 

Along with the increasing complexity of modern society's demands for effective and transparent 

governance, understanding the evolution of good governance is very important. As stated by 

Shafritz et al. (2015), The concept of good governance is not static but evolves over time, reflecting 

changes in societal needs, political dynamics, and global progress(Shafritz et al., 2015). Therefore, 

detailing the development of the concept of good governance over time is essential to understand 

how its principles adapt to challenges and environmental changes. However, the background 

shortcomings of previous research highlight a number of gaps in understanding the evolution of 

good governance. Some studies may not have provided a sufficiently clear and comprehensive 

definition of good governance, making it difficult to understand its evolution as a whole (Prabowo 

& Sumarsono, 2020). The lack of focus on broad time coverage and contextual comparisons may 

have hindered a holistic understanding of the evolution of good governance (Hasanuddin, 2018). 

Therefore, this research aims to complement these shortcomings and present a deeper 

understanding of the evolution of good governance through a literature review perspective.  

In depicting the advancement of great administration through a writing audit point of view, a few 

issues or challenges develop for advance examination. Firstly, it is basic to comprehend how the 

concept of great administration has experienced change over time. Hood's ponder (1991) on 

"Modern Open Administration" and his presentation of the concept of "managerialism" serve as 

the beginning point to get it how conventional ideal models of administration have moved. In any 

case, this worldview move moreover presents modern challenges in terms of responsibility and 

community engagement (Christensen & Laegreid, n.d.). Moreover, it is significant to highlight how 

worldwide flow, such as globalization and the improvement of data innovation, have impacted the 

recognition and application of great administration on an worldwide scale. Works like Fukuyama's 

(2013) "Political Arrange and Political Rot" give experiences into how worldwide variables affect 

administration at the national level(Fukuyama, 2013). 
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The third issue is how great administration reacts to requests for inclusivity and community 

cooperation. Kahn's work (2017) on "Law based Advancements" investigates endeavors to 

improve open cooperation in decision-making forms, which may be a vital component within the 

advancement of the concept of good governance. In this setting, it is additionally critical to assess 

the part of universal teach such as the World Bank and the Universal Financial Support in 

advancing great administration hones all inclusive(Kahn, 2017). Understanding whether the rules 

given by these educate have formed the understanding and usage of great administration at the 

national level is fundamental. At long last, contemplations of ethics and judgment in great 

administration moreover posture important issues. Works by Frederickson (1993) and Lynn (2006) 

on morals within the open segment offer basic bits of knowledge into the moral challenges and 

dilemmas that will emerge within the usage of the concept of great administration. 

By investigating these issues, this diary points to supply a significant understanding of the 

advancement of great administration from a writing point of view, mapping the improvement of 

this concept and recognizing the challenges and openings that have emerged over time. 

The scope of this research includes an in-depth review of key literature on good governance. As a 

literature review study, the main focus is on analyzing and synthesizing the literature related to the 

concept of good governance and its development over time(Allington, 2021a; Fink, 2014). Within 

this scope, we will explore the definitions and dimensions of good governance, detail the role of 

factors such as globalization, technological development, and social change in its evolution, and 

identify critiques and challenges facing the concept. This research will also compare the concept 

of good governance in various contexts, both at the national and international levels, to highlight 

the differences and similarities in the application of good governance principles. Thus, the main 

objective is to provide a solid foundation for understanding the concept of good governance in 

the dynamics of changing times, while contributing to the existing literature by presenting a 

comprehensive synthesis of the evolution of good governance. 

 

METHOD 

The research method chosen for mapping the evolution of good governance in this journal is 

literature review, and this decision is based on several sound reasons. Literature review is an 

appropriate approach because this research aims to present a comprehensive understanding of the 

evolution of good governance over time by utilizing the contributions of previous research. 

According to Tranfield, Denyer, and Smart (2003), Literature review is an effective research 

method for detailing, evaluating, and synthesizing existing knowledge in a particular field(Tranfield 

et al., n.d.). This approach allows researchers to identify developments in the concept of good 

governance, analyze emerging criticisms and challenges, and develop a holistic understanding 

through careful synthesis of the literature. 

The choice of literature review is also consistent with the purpose of this research, which is to 

provide an in-depth understanding of the evolution of good governance. As Cooper (1988) puts 

it, Literature review allows the researcher to understand the concept or phenomenon under study 

in its historical context, and to trace its changes and developments over time. By combining key 
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concepts and findings from diverse literatures, this research was able to construct a strong narrative 

on the evolution of good governance. It is important to note that literature reviews also allow 

researchers to carefully select and evaluate multiple sources, ensuring the validity and reliability of 

the information used in the analysis (Tranfield et al., 2003)(Galron et al., 2023; Góis et al., 2022). 

As such, it provides a solid framework for developing an in-depth understanding of the evolution 

of good governance over time. 

The research method involved a series of careful steps in literature selection criteria, literature 

search strategy, and data collection and analysis process. In determining the literature selection 

criteria, this study focused on relevant and credible sources to ensure the accuracy and quality of 

the information. As Fink (2014) explains is good literature selection criteria involve determining 

the characteristics of the literature relevant to the research topic, as well as ensuring the quality and 

validity of the sources used. The data collection process involved reviewing the literature that had 

been selected according to the selection criteria. Relevant and significant information was then 

systematically identified, organized, and analyzed. As suggested by Tranfield, Denyer, and Smart 

(2003), Data collection in literature review involves a process of critical reading, information 

extraction, and mapping of findings to understand the concept or phenomenon under 

study(Allington, 2021b; Sahid et al., 2023). 

Throughout this research method, attention was paid to the rigor, relevance, and readability of the 

selected literature to ensure that the results of the literature review reflect the evolution of good 

governance in a holistic manner(Nogues et al., 2023; von Berlepsch et al., 2024). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

a. The Evolution of Good Governance: A Mapping of the Literature 

Through careful investigation of the literature, an understanding of the evolution of good 

governance can be systematically detailed and explained. Prabowo and Sumarsono (2020) 

underline that the literature mapping provides a solid foundation for identifying significant changes 

in the concept of good governance, from its initial definition to more modern conceptions. This 

includes changes in focus, core values, and emphasis on public participation, transparency, and 

accountability. This mapping reveals that the evolution of good governance not only reflects 

changes in governance theory, but also responds to evolving social, political and economic 

dynamics. By comparing literature from different periods, we can see how the concept has evolved 

and adapted to changing contexts over time. In this sense, the evolution of good governance 

cannot be separated from global changes, technological developments, and evolving policy 

dynamics. In addition, the literature mapping also identified criticisms and challenges to the 

concept of good governance. Based on the research that has been conducted, critical views on the 

implementation of good governance in different contexts and the sustainability of this concept 

amidst global changes can be found. Therefore, the results of this literature mapping not only 

illustrate a positive evolution, but also provide insight into the limitations and potential debates in 

adopting and implementing good governance. 

b. Developmental Peaks and Key Events 
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The results and discussion of the developmental peaks and key events in the evolution of good 

governance, as illustrated in the literature mapping, provide significant insights into the crucial 

moments that shaped and changed the concept. In the literature explored, certain milestones in 

the development of good governance can be identified. For example, research by Kaufmann et al. 

(2010) the early years of the 21st century saw increased attention to good governance, particularly 

in the context of global indices used to measure the quality of governance. Developmental peaks 

can also be related to specific events that influence the view and implementation of good 

governance. For example, events such as the global financial crisis or major changes in corporate 

governance may have provided significant impetus to revise and strengthen good governance 

principles. By mapping the literature covering these periods, we can identify events that 

substantially influenced the global view of good governance. This literature mapping can also 

reveal trends or shifts in the emphasis of the concept of good governance at certain times. 

Developmental peaks can be reflected in how the principles have begun to be more widely 

understood and applied across different sectors, including the public and private sectors. By 

identifying these developmental peaks, we can better understand how good governance has 

evolved and impacted governance practices and organizational management. 

c. Significant Trends and Change 

Significant trends and changes in the evolution of good governance, as reflected in the literature 

mapping, provide deep insights into the dynamics of change and adaptation of this concept. Based 

on the research explored, prominent trends in the development of good governance can be 

identified. Kaufmann, Kraay, and Mastruzzi (2010) note that the trend towards government 

performance measurement and accountability has become increasingly dominant in the literature 

and practice of good governance in the last decade. He literature may reflect changes in focus and 

approach to good governance over time. These trends may involve increased attention to specific 

issues such as public participation, policy transparency, or the application of information 

technology to improve governance. Through literature mapping, we can see how these trends 

evolve and change over time, providing a more comprehensive picture of the evolution of good 

governance. Significant changes in the approach to the concept of good governance can also be 

reflected in the literature that highlights paradigm shifts or new thinking related to governance and 

management. Mapping the literature helps identify new concepts or evolving approaches in the 

current literature, providing a better understanding of the direction in which good governance is 

evolving. As such, the results and discussion open a window on significant trends and changes that 

understand the essence and dynamics of good governance in various contexts. 

d. Comparison of The Concept of Good Governance in Various Contexts 

The concept of Good Governance in various contexts, as reflected in the literature mapping, 

illustrates the variation and complexity of the implementation of these principles at the local and 

global levels. Research by Hasanuddin (2018) provides insight that comparative analysis of the 

concept of Good Governance in various national and international contexts is important to 

understand how the principles are translated and adapted according to the unique characteristics 

of each region. These literatures may highlight differences in the interpretation and application of 

good governance, along with different cultures, political systems and levels of economic 

development. Mapping the literature helps identify key elements of focus in different contexts, as 
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well as looking for patterns of comparison that may emerge. This comparison not only provides a 

deeper understanding of the distinctive features of good governance in each context, but also helps 

identify best practices that can be adopted and adapted in different settings. By understanding the 

differences and similarities in the application of the concept of Good Governance in different 

places, we can develop richer insights into the dynamics of the evolution of this concept globally. 

The results and discussion therefore open a window on the complexity of Good Governance as a 

concept that is not one-size-fits-all, but can be adapted and translated according to local and 

regional contexts.  

Factors Influencing the Evolution of Good Governance 

a. The Role of Globalization 

The role of globalization in the context of good governance can be understood through the lens 

of interconnection and interdependence between countries. As stated by Hadenius and Teorell 

(2005), Globalization can strengthen positive aspects of good governance such as transparency, 

accountability, and public participation by expanding access to information and increasing 

international pressure for high governance standards. 

b. Technology & Innovation 

Technology and innovation play a central role in shaping the evolution of good governance. The 

application of information technology, in particular, can accelerate access to information, increase 

public participation, and optimize the efficiency of government administration (Heeks, 2006). 

Technology can also be a catalyst in creating more transparent and accountable governance 

through decentralized and integrated information systems. The combined role of globalization and 

technology opens up opportunities for greater transformation in the way good governance is 

understood and implemented. Along with global integration, countries are more open to outside 

influences and encouraged to adopt best practices in governance. Technology, as a key shaper of 

modern life, provides tools to improve the effectiveness and responsiveness of governance, 

presenting significant potential for Transformation.  

c. Socio-Cultural Changes 

Social and cultural changes have a significant impact on how society perceives and applies the 

principles of good governance. According to Rhodes (1997), The dynamics of social and cultural 

change can create pressure on governments to adapt to new norms and values in governance 

decentralized and integrated information systems. 

d. External and Internal 

Political, economic, and legal changes at the national or international level can be key drivers in 

accelerating or slowing down the evolution of Good Governance. Kaufmann, Kraay, and 

Mastruzzi (2010) emphasize that external factors such as pressure from international organizations 

and internal factors such as government policy reforms can have a significant impact on the 

development of good governance. 

In summary, the development of effective governance is significantly shaped by a combination of 

factors, each playing a unique yet interconnected role in molding governance practices. 
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Globalization, according to Hadenius and Teorell (2005), serves as a driving force for positive 

aspects of good governance, promoting transparency, accountability, and public participation 

through heightened international expectations for elevated governance standards. The 

transformative impact of technology and innovation, as emphasized by Heeks (2006), expedites 

information accessibility, increases public involvement, and improves government administration 

efficiency. The joint influence of globalization and technology creates an advantageous 

environment for the transformation of good governance, encouraging countries to embrace 

external influences, adopt best practices, and utilize technological tools for optimal governance. 

Furthermore, changes in socio-cultural dynamics, aligning with insights from Rhodes (1997), 

impose significant pressures on governments to align with evolving norms and values, influencing 

how society perceives and applies good governance principles. The intricate interplay between 

external and internal factors, highlighted by Kaufmann, Kraay, and Mastruzzi (2010), emphasizes 

the importance of political, economic, and legal changes at both national and international levels. 

External pressures from international organizations and internal government policy reforms 

become pivotal forces either propelling or hindering the evolution of good governance(Kaufmann, 

Kraay, & Mastruzzi, n.d.). Essentially, the evolution of good governance represents a 

comprehensive and intricate process, where the interplay of globalization, technology, socio-

cultural changes, and external/internal factors converges to shape governance paradigms. A 

thorough comprehension of these multifaceted influences is imperative for policymakers and 

stakeholders navigating the evolving landscape of good governance to foster structures that are 

responsive, transparent, and accountable. 

While mapping the literature, recognizing these factors facilitates the assessment of the dynamics 

and complexities influencing the evolution of good governance. Understanding the interactions 

between social and cultural changes and external and internal factors enables a detailed exploration 

of how the concept has evolved over time and adapted to the demands of a changing environment. 

Globalization’s Impact on Good Governance  

The influence of globalization on good governance is a complex phenomenon that spans 

international boundaries, shaping governance dynamics globally. The interconnectivity fostered by 

globalization plays a pivotal role in molding the trajectory of good governance. According to 

Hadenius and Teorell (2005), globalization reinforces favorable aspects of good governance—

such as transparency, accountability, and public participation—by broadening access to 

information and intensifying international expectations for elevated governance standards. This 

implies that countries, in response to global expectations, find themselves compelled to embrace 

governance practices aligned with international norms, fostering an environment of increased 

transparency and accountability. Furthermore, globalization serves as a driver for the 

dissemination of best practices and the adoption of standardized governance principles on a 

worldwide scale. As nations become more integrated into the global community, they open 

themselves to external influences, creating opportunities for the transfer of governance knowledge 

and the adoption of effective governance mechanisms. This perspective resonates with the idea 

that globalization encourages nations to glean insights from one another, ultimately contributing 

to the advancement of good governance practices (Fukuyama, 2013). 
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However, it is imperative to recognize potential challenges associated with globalization, 

particularly concerning the risk of undermining national sovereignty and the imposition of 

universally applicable governance models. Scholars like Rodrik (1997) caution against the 

unbridled globalization of governance, emphasizing the need for a careful approach to prevent the 

homogenization of practices that may not suit diverse national contexts. In summary, the impact 

of globalization on good governance underscores the interconnected nature of governance 

practices globally. The positive influences, including heightened transparency and international 

expectations for elevated standards, are counterbalanced by potential challenges related to 

homogenization. Grasping these dynamics is crucial for policymakers navigating the intricate 

landscape of globalization while fostering governance structures that are adaptable, accountable, 

and responsive to diverse national contexts. 

 

CONCLUSION  

The conclusion of this research is that mapping the evolution of Good Governance through a 

literature review perspective provides a comprehensive picture of the development of the concept 

and practice over time. An in-depth literature review reveals the early history, significant changes, 

and developmental peaks that became milestones in the evolution of Good Governance(De Poli 

& Oyebode, 2023; Janani & Karmakar, 2023; Valluri et al., 2024). Critical factors such as the role 

of globalization, technological advancement, social and cultural change, as well as external and 

internal factors, are found to play a central role in shaping and directing the evolution of this 

concept. Challenges faced in the implementation of Good Governance are also identified, along 

with opportunities to enhance it.  

By detailing and structuring these understandings, this research makes a valuable contribution to 

the good governance and governance literature. The implications of this research include a better 

understanding of how the concept of good governance can be adapted to local and global contexts, 

as well as how factors such as globalization and technology play a role in shaping views and 

practices of good governance. Therefore, the main findings of this research provide valuable 

insights to support the development of more effective and responsive Good Governance policies 

and practices in the face of changing dynamics in the global and local environments.  

In addition, future research could also explore further comparisons of the Good Governance 

concept across different contexts, with an emphasis on best practices that can be adopted and 

adapted at the local and regional level. The findings from this study also provide a solid basis for 

further exploring the challenges and opportunities in the implementation of Good Governance, 

as well as seeking innovative solutions to improve the effectiveness and sustainability of the 

concept. Other important implications include the contribution of this research to the 

understanding of how good governance can be directed towards sustainable development goals. 

The results of this study can be a valuable guide for practitioners, policymakers and researchers to 

design more effective strategies to improve good governance across different sectors and levels of 

government. By continuing to explore and understand the dynamics of good governance, future 

research can make a significant contribution to the development of a more just, transparent and 

participatory society. 
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