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ABSTRACT: The aim of this study is to investigate the 
extent to which Charles Sanders Peirce's ideas are based on 
prior research. Peirce's experiences are analysed as signifiers 
and signs in his text analysis. This research is a literature 
review that incorporates data from books and journals 
published within the last decade. This literature review 
analyses previous studies that use the lens of Charles Sanders 
Peirce's thoughts. The review shows that many of the 
instruments that Peirce put forward had not been 
accommodated in previous studies. Many authors who 
discuss Peirce focus on the theory as a means of self-
reflection and personal growth. However, Peirce's philosophy 
advocates for inclusive analyses that take into account the 
subject's point of view. Additionally, the results indicate that 
the signifier's impact extends beyond the physical form of 
signs to include their interpretation. This includes the quality, 
accompanying objects, and relationships between subjects or 
subject-objects, as well as historical events, characters, 
relevant and balanced laws, and contextual habits. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Academic discourse can present challenges in both formal and informal.  It is important to 

consider potential disadvantages and strive for balance and equity in policies related to career and 

community service settings. Rȩdzioch-Korkuz A. emphasizes the importance of equality in 

linguistics, including adequacy, relevance, diagonal symmetry, and universalization of categories 

(Rȩdzioch-Korkuz, 2023). The researcher suggests that the triad-difference-mediation thought, 

which developed during Peirce's academic journey, is the basis for this idea.  

The authors attempt to examine the object of study of research in Indonesia from a linguistic 

perspective, especially those that use the perspective of Charles Sanders Peirce (Amisani et al., 

2023; “Collected Papers of Charles Sanders Peirce,” 1935; Malau, 2021, 2023; Munte, Natalia, 

Magdalena, Wijaya, & Malau, 2023; Nugrahhu, Sulistyowati, Utami, & Ernest, 2023; Utami, 2022; 

Wirawan, Maling, Malau, & Ullo, 2023; Zain et al., 2023). The development of the object of study 
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at this time, in addition to being consistent in the discourse about movies, patriotic spirit, 

magazines, advertisements, sculpture carvings, sermons, he also penetrated into games as a result 

of the emergence of technology that is accelerating (Andiny, 2020, 2023; Dandung, Andiny, & 

Sulistyowati, 2022; Kristin, Merilyn, & Rahmelia, 2022; Merilyn, 2018, 2020; Prakosa, 2022; 

Setinawati, Kawangung, & Surya, 2021; Surya, 2023b, 2023a; Surya & Setinawati, 2021). 

Nevertheless, the author feels challenged when the average analysis instrument of his methodology 

centers or revolves around representament, interpretant, and object. Yudanto conducted 

qualitative research to explore the theme of friendship in the movie '5 cm' (Yudanto & Witarti, 

2020).  

The use of Peirce's methodology allowed for a comprehensive analysis of the movie. This research 

builds upon previous work in the field. Yudanto employed Charles Sanders Peirce's perspective to 

interpret signs, interpreters, and objects (Yudanto & Witarti, 2020). The findings were presented 

through video uploads and supported by relevant literature. Yudanto utilised Peirce's theory to 

define friendship as reciprocal packaging, mutual care, volunteerism, cooperation, and 

togetherness (Yudanto & Witarti, 2020). The similarity between Yudanto's research and the 

authors' lies in the use of Peirce's interpretive methodology. However, Yudanto's context was built 

through the movie, whereas the authors used Peirce's theoretical instruments, which have not been 

traced. 

Interpretation is not solely based on the theory created, but also on context such as region, time, 

and differentiator (Christiani & Yappo, 2023; Erika, Lukas, Debi, Kosdamika, & Rijaya, 2023; 

Ligan, 2022; Loheni et al., 2023; Maidiantius Tanyid, 2018, 2023; Maidiantus Tanyid & Kataruhan, 

2023). It is studied by philosophers, culturalists, clergy, and educational figures (Amanda, Mariani, 

Zain, & Munte, 2023; Anjini et al., 2022; Loheni et al., 2023; Rosen et al., 2023; Tecuari et al., 2023; 

Wardiannata et al., 2023). In philosophy, the identity of the author is as important as the theory 

itself, which may become weak in certain cases. Kristiyanti's thesis on text analysis in the media 

analyses the use of instruments in a manner that echoes Charles Sanders Peirce (Kristiyanti, 2019). 

The purpose of this analysis is to determine how the sharpness of the representament, interpretant, 

and object divides the religious moral message for the audience, in this case, the community, and 

its potential positive impact (Kristiyanti, 2019). Kristiyanti's research, like the previous study, 

examines objects using Peirce's theory. However, Kristiyanti's focus is on the results presented by 

the representament, interpretant, and object, while the authors are more concerned with the 

phenomenon of cross-disciplinary users of Peirce's theory. 

The object of analysis remains the same as in the previous research conducted by Kristiyanti, which 

is about films. Nababan, as the third previous researcher, revealed that the film 'Ngeri-Ngeri Sedap' 

not only promotes the preservation of Batak culture but also represents the tribal culture in North 

Sumatra (Nababan & Sembada, 2023). It serves as an activity of remembering and a commitment 

to something enjoyable when encountering culture (Nababan & Sembada, 2023). An example of 

the culture discussed is Sulang-Sulang Pahompu, which covers inheritance, migration, and marriage 

among Batak tribes (Nababan & Sembada, 2023). Nababan shares similarities with other authors 

in his use of Peirce's thought as a research method.  
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Although Nababan focuses on a movie depicting Batak culture, and the authors are more 

concerned with the universality of the instrument, both Nababan and the authors direct their 

attention to the interpreter, object, and subjectivity in different ways, despite sharing the same 

theory. 

 

METHOD 

The data search is based on qualitative research. Researchers conducted a literature review to 

gather data on Charles Sanders Peirce's thoughts from various sources, including primary (books) 

and secondary (recent journals). The literature review synthesises Charles Sanders Peirce's 

thoughts and academic career. Peirce's work is more renowned in the exact sciences, but he is able 

to apply his logical approach to linguistic thinking in the humanities. Peirce's main focus is on signs 

and interpretants when engaging with text, which is not limited to a mere combination of letters, 

words, and sentences in paragraphs. The text includes images, sketches, graphs, diagrams, sounds, 

tones, and even silence. The language is clear, concise, and objective, with a formal register and 

precise word choice. The text is free from grammatical errors, spelling mistakes, and punctuation 

errors. No changes in content have been made. The authors use the method of analyzing the 

thought of Charles Sanders Peirce to explore the extent to which previous writers viewed him as 

a physicist with multiple identities. The structure is logical with causal connections between 

statements.  

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Experience and Identity as Peirce's Primacy in Pragmatism  

The fundamental components of Charles Sanders Peirce's philosophy are division, phaneroscopy 

(first, second, and third), and sign theory, which comprises symbols, icons, and indexation 

(Fitzgerald, 1966). Additionally, Peirce's theory of signs includes interpretants, which involve the 

use of meaning, and all of these concepts ultimately lead to pragmatism. Pragmatism reflects on 

the pre-logical construction of belief systems and the logics that establish goodness (Charles Peirce, 

1903).  

Charles Sanders Peirce was a pragmatic thinker who was an expert in logic, communication, signs 

(semiotics), and language. He focused his thoughts on the disciplines of mathematics, 

spectroscopy, geodesy, astronomy, and chemistry (Charles Peirce, 1903; Charles Sanders Peirce, 

2014). In addition, Peirce also pursued the humanities (history, economics, psychology and 

philosophy) (Charles Sanders Peirce, 2014). Born in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1914, he has 

produced works ranging from twelve thousand pages to eighty thousand pages (Charles Peirce, 

2001; SEDÍK, 2021; “The essential Peirce: selected philosophical writings. v.1: 1867-1893,” 1993). 

The authors suggest that it is worthwhile to validate Peirce's ability to create and integrate multiple 

disciplines, rather than focusing on just one.  
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They also examine the academic background of Peirce's parents, noting that his father was a 

Professor of Mathematics at Harvard University and the founder of the Coast Survey and the 

Smithsonian Institution (“Collected Papers of Charles Sanders Peirce,” 1935; Charles Peirce, 1903; 

Charles Sanders Peirce, 2014; SEDÍK, 2021). Although he comes from a family of academics, 

including those from world-renowned universities such as Stanford, he has been interested in 

philosophical thinking since childhood and has taught himself to discover scientific facts (Apandie 

& Karolina, 2021; Apandie & Rahmelia, 2020, 2022; Prasetiawati, 2020, 2022; Rahmelia & 

Apandie, 2020, 2023; Selawaisa, 2023; Selawaisa & Apandie, 2023; Supardi, Merdiasi, Sepniwati, 

Apandie, & Siten, 2023; Teriasi et al., 2022). He graduated from Harvard University in 1859 with 

a degree in Chemistry and was known for becoming bored with a stagnant curriculum.  

In addition to promoting pragmatism, axilogic also considers the subject's experience (Ahmad 

Ardillah Rahman, Nasution, Warsono, Sanasintani, & Muhammad Said, 2021; Netanyahu & 

Susanto, 2022; Pattiasina, Susanto, & Pradita, 2022; Sanasintani, 2020; Sanasintani Sanasintani, 

2022, 2023; Sanasintani Pundeh Sanasintani, 2020). This includes experiences in teaching and 

learning, participating in psychological activities, and congregational life. Peirce's output was 

limited due to his lack of engagement in substantial work. Furthermore, his personal life with his 

wife Melusina was unremarkable.  

This may have contributed to his eventual separation from her and his subsequent relationship 

with Fabian Franklin (Charles Sanders Peirce, 2014). The individual who opposed scientific 

determinism based on precise experiments in the field of physics pursued further academic 

endeavours at Johns Hopkins University before working as a data entry clerk for the U.S (Melliani 

& Triadi, 2024; Pilenia, Melliani, Helnita, Sistawati, & Sarmauli, 2023; Rahmelia, 2020; Nadia 

Antika Sari & Ginting, 2023; Sarmauli, 2016; Sarmauli & Pransinartha, 2022; Sulistyowati, Munte, 

Silipta, & Rudie, 2022; Susila, 2022b, 2022c, 2022a; Susila & Pradita, 2022; Susila & Risvan, 2022; 

Yuel & Keintjem, 2021). Coast Geodetic Survey (Charles Sanders Peirce, 2014). William James 

was one of Peirce's students.  

Academic Journey, Transcendental and Mental Activity 

The academic journey is inherently linked to logic (Batuwael, Pongoh, & Paendong, 2019; Langi 

et al., n.d.; Mukuan, Pongoh, & Komalig, 2022; Fernando Dorothius Pongoh, n.d., 2022b, 2022a, 

2023; Fernando Pongoh, Sumertajaya, & Aidi, 2015; Rahmelia, Haloho, Pongoh, & Purwantoro, 

2022; Suratinoyo, Pongoh, & Langi, 2019, n.d.; Triadi et al., 2022). Logic is not only a structure, 

but also a given. While one aspect is constructed through experience, Peirce's work shows that 

logic, with all its structures, can reveal connections to the exact sciences such as physics, chemistry, 

biology, and mathematics.   

Throughout his academic journey, Peirce developed a deeper interest in logic. He argued that 

logical fallacies were at the root of many problems. Peirce even criticised Kant's thinking, calling 

it shallow because it did not address logic. He also noted that Kant's logic was still inferior to 

Hegel's, although he did not compare himself to Hegel. Logic has become increasingly popular 

since Peirce's time, and this trend continues today (Ausvina et al., 2023; Melliani, Munthe, & 

Simanjuntak, 2023; Munthe & Pramana, 2024; Suluh, Lukas, Munthe, & Yulista, 2024).  
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In 1865, the process of inference through argument was divided into two parts: deductive and 

inductive (Charles Sanders Peirce, 2014). Peirce introduced the terms 'abductive' and 'retroductive'. 

He also conducted a thorough study of propositions, including premises (major and minor) and 

syllogisms, using samples of text (Daniel & Sihombing, 2024; Hanriani, n.d.; Salmanezer et al., 

2023; Erico Jaya Saputra, Fransiska, Dina, Sihombing, & Eric, 2023; Seruyanti, Sihombing, 

Hanriani, Aditia, & Wahyunisa, 2023; Sihombing, 2015, 2019, 2022, 2023; Sihombing, Istandar, & 

Mariani, 2024; Sitohang, Handriani, & Sinta, 2023; Toni et al., 2023). Peirce did not believe in naive 

realism or the superiority of one scientific method over another in the name of 'overcoming doubt'.  

However, he often praised the terms and works of pragmatism, with a clear understanding of its 

concepts (Desiska et al., 2023; Eribka, Sepri, Despriyantie, Silipta, & Mariani, 2023; Fransisko, 

Yappo, Rosen, Mariani, & Munte, 2024; Hendrik, Teriasi, Mariani, Ming, & Efrayim, 2022; 

Mamarimbing et al., 2023; Mariani, 2020, 2022a, 2022b, 2023; Meilan & Mariani, 2023; Saputri et 

al., 2023; Sihombing et al., 2024; Tecuari et al., 2023). Peirce argues that the building block of logic 

is science (Wissenschaft). Concepts must have meaningful experiential value through something 

empirical, although Peirce is not a verificationist or operationalist.  

Therefore, the position of the condition can be determined by the conceptualizer and the observer 

(Adellia, Pramana, Fernando, & Veronica, 2023; Dandi & Veronica, 2023; Pradita, Pilenia, et al., 

2023; Pradita & Veronica, 2023; Pradita, Widia, et al., 2023; Sari Sari, Munthe, Veronica, & 

Simanjuntak, 2023; Silap et al., 2023; Susanto, Natalia, Jeniva, & Veronica, 2022; Veronica, 2022). 

Quoting Einstein, he believed that the accuracy of physical concepts could only be achieved 

through the use of the right method.  

Despite being a pragmatist, he also explored idealism, including absolute and transcendental 

aspects (“Collected Papers of Charles Sanders Peirce,” 1935; Munte, 2022b, 2022c, 2022a, 2023c, 

2023b, 2023a; Munte & Korsina, 2022; Munte & Monica, 2023; Munte, Natalia, et al., 2023; Munte, 

Saputra, & Guilin, 2023; Riani et al., 2022; Sisianti, Sinaga, & Munte, 2023). Reality for him is 

beyond the logical (Charles Sanders Peirce, 2014). According to the authors, a person's knowledge 

does not stop there.  

They argue that it leads to the generation of new concerns, which motivates individuals to pursue 

novel and interesting ideas (Prasetiawati, 2022; Putri, Suriani, Sefle, & Munte, 2023; Siten, 2023; 

Sriwijayanti, 2023). For instance, in Pierce's case, researchers observe that the shift from 

pragmatism to idealism was not a simple process. Instead, it was a difficult struggle that involved 

much soul-searching for Peirce (Angellyna, 2021; Manik et al., 2023; Munte, Saputra, et al., 2023; 

Joni Saputra & Sukarno, 2019). Peirce's academic journey culminates in his conception of signs, 

known as semeiotics or semiosis.  

He viewed the world as a collection of appearances and signs, which he called the phaneron (Charles 

Sanders Peirce, 2014). According to Peirce, signs can be qualities, habits, objects, relations, events, 

characteristics, laws, conditions, and regularities. Everything has meaning and can be interpreted 

(Fransisko et al., 2024; Hasan et al., 2023; Kurniati, Munte, & Simanjuntak, 2023; Munte, 2018b, 

2018a; Munte & Korsina, 2022; Munte & Natalia, 2022; Munte & Wirawan, 2022; Putri et al., 2023; 

Riska, Liansih, Gustina, & Munte, 2023; SEDÍK, 2021; Sinta et al., 2023; Tekerop, Istiniah, 
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Elisabeth, & Munte, 2019; Tirayoh et al., 2023; Trisiana, Munte, Betaubun, & Malau, 2023). In 

order to establish a connection between interpretation and meaning, a triadic  

relationship, which Peirce refers to as a 'sign', is necessary (Charles Sanders Peirce, 2014). The sign 

referred to here is known as a representamen, meaning something that represents or stands for 

something else (Angellyna, 2021; Haloho, 2016, 2022b, 2022c, 2022a, 2023; Haloho, Sembiring, & 

Manurung, 2013; Lumbanraja, 2021; Rahmelia et al., 2022; Sepniwati, 2022; Timan Herdi Ginting, 

Colina, & Haloho, 2022). In addition to discussing signs, Peirce also addresses the concept of 

objects. According to Peirce, objects are often challenging to interpret and can include actions, 

qualities, and mental states or thoughts.  

Peirce argues that the sign only exists as a signifier of the object, and even then only as a 

representative of the original sign (Charles Sanders Peirce, 2014). Thus, the sign that indicates the 

object can become the determinant of the original sign. However, it is not necessary to explore the 

extent to which this validates the authentic sign (Ausvina et al., 2023; Jonathan, Darma, Timotius, 

Sintalegawa, & Munthe, 2023; Lamiang & Munthe, 2023; Octaviana et al., 2023; Samuel, Utary, 

Mirsa, & Munthe, 2023; Sari Sari et al., 2023; Siburian, Amiani, & Munthe, 2023; Yardi, Munthe, 

Letnora, & Sihombing, 2024). Therefore, when discussing signs, they become infinite as they 

provide opportunities for mental activity.  

 

CONCLUSION  

Concluding the analysis of the reading of Charles Sanders Peirce, the author concludes that on 

average, especially in Indonesia, the analysis of Charles Sanders Peirce's thought is still more about 

interpreting signs, interpreters, and objects. Meanwhile, Peirce's thinking, through his experience 

in the disciplines of mathematics, spectroscopy, geodesy, astronomy, and chemistry, which 

according to the authors is almost far from simplification with these 3 instruments (basically, more 

than 3 instruments in theory is not a mistake). Thus, disciplines that are allied to the exact sciences, 

further extend and expand the studies of Peirce, the Harvard graduate, who prioritizes logic, 

empirical and pragmatic. In addition, the manifestation of signs does not stop at accompanying 

signs, but rather or shift to qualities, habits, objects, relations, events, characteristics, laws, 

conditions, and regularities.  
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