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INTRODUCTION

Before authors went into more detail, however, understanding that children's literacy and
storytelling is not just about reading and writing skills. It also involves a child's ability to
understand, evaluate, and interact with different types of information and media. It also involves
critical thinking, analytical, and problem-solving skills, all of which are essential aspects of a child's
psychological development. Reading, writing, and storytelling for children's psychological
development is an increasingly relevant and critical issue in today's society (Alpida et al., 2023;
Magdalena et al., 2022; Triadi et al., 2022; Triadi & Darnita, 2021; Wulan & Sanjaya, 2022). In these
interviews, authors listened to the views of three different contact sources: a student, a parent, and
a teacher, to explore how children's reading, writing, and storytelling affect their psychological

development.
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Teacher participation, in relation to reading, writing and storytelling in children, the teacher is
positioned as an instructor or as a facilitator of students with all their creativity during and before
the learning process takes place (Colina, 2016; Merilyn, 2018; Munte, Saputra, et al., 2023; Sarmauli
& Pransinartha, 2022; Siten, 2023; Supardi et al., 2023). Either by providing, finding and
assembling media that are around and affordable by the teacher, or from multi-party funding
sources that have been provided by the local school (Amanda et al., 2023; Munte, 2023c; Munte
& Monica, 2023; Oktaviani et al., 2023; Sari et al., 2023; Sisianti et al., 2023; Sitohang et al., 2023;
Suluh et al., 2024). Based on the interviews, the authors emphasize the central role of reading,
writing, and storytelling in children's development. Reading, writing, and storytelling help sharpen
children's thinking skills, help them identify themselves in different situations, and influence their
emotional development. Reading, writing and storytelling also play an important role in the
development of children's language and communication skills, which are key elements in
psychological development.

The teacher's participation as a facilitator then broadens and melts into the space of planning,
stimulating thinking, systematizing thoughts on the work of reading, writing, and telling stories, as
well as discovering the talents of each child in the encounter with reading, writing, and telling
stories (Adellia et al., 2023; Dandi & Veronica, 2023; Filosof et al., 2022; Susanto et al., 2022). This
thought reminds the author that everyone has their own space of creativity and excellence and
natural talent that is present in themselves independently. Although it comes out in the work of
creativity as the final result of the learning process.

Through three different contact source perspectives, the authors explore the definition of
children's reading, writing, and storytelling and its importance in children's psychological
development (Angellyna & Tumbol, 2022; S. Tumbol, 2020; TUMBOL, 2022; S. N. Tumbol &
Wainarisi, 2023; Wainarisi et al., 2022b, 2023; Wainarisi, 2021b, 2021a, 2023; Wainarisi et al., 2022a;
Wainarisi & Tumbol, 2022a, 2022b). Signs of healthy psychological development in children
through their literacy and storytelling skills, how to deal with challenges or difficulties they face in
learning to read and write, and how the home and educational environment plays a role in
influencing children's literacy and storytelling skills.

Also, how children and teachers in dealing with children's reading, writing and storytelling skills
and psychology in children, and how to support and tips to improve children's reading, writing
and storytelling skills, and what three contact sources have said about the emotional development
of children in recent years. The authors also consider the perspectives of students as research
subjects who are experiencing this stage of development, the views of parents who are
accompanying their children on their literacy journey, and the knowledge of a teacher who has
experience teaching children with different levels of literacy skills.

METHOD

The qualitative research was conducted through interviews with three research subjects between
the ages of eighteen and twenty-five. The names of the research subjects were later changed to
Pigytpught, Ydkosktep, and Ykchaefctkcha. Researchers first traced the experiences of each

49 | Eduscape : Journal of Education Insight https://journal.idscipub.com/eduscape


https://journal.idscipub.com/eduscape/

Non-Digital Storytelling and Reading Experiences
Restiani, Malau, Olivia, Malau, Yappo, Munthe, Ezra

research subject who came from the town of Palangka Raya, which were always related to reading,
writing, and storytelling.

In addition, researchers explored narratives as a space for developing qualitative research as well
as searching for the meaning of reading, writing and storytelling that they have received,
experienced and defined. The authors have not forgotten to ask for permission to record the
narratives during the interview process in order to see the extent of the space for freedom of
expression and the atmosphere of the narrative process.

Qualitative research also may be informed by secondary research or previous research that
discusses reading, writing, and storytelling from a variety of perspectives. Either from reading,
writing, and storytelling terminology, quantitative research, multidisciplinary contexts, and/or in-
depth research on numerical or alphabetic reading, writing, and storytelling.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Realizing Universal Education, Social Skills and Empathy

Children's participation in the development of reading, writing, and storytelling skills involves
sustained and dynamic motivation, changing interests, and active engagement in the learning
process. Reading, writing, and storytelling as they relate to children embed active responsibility
and explore multi-textual diversity in activities or events that involve writing. Participants engaged
in literacy, whether numeric, digital, or alphabetic, inevitably engage in vocabulary building, spatial
meaning, and textuality, and develop speaking and listening skills.

The public expectation is essentially, and not only, the development of a space of ongoing
confidence and perseverance in reading and writing (Simanjuntak, 2019; Simanjuntak et al., 2023).
Whether inside the classtoom or outside the school (Fernando, Elawati, et al., 2023; Kurniati et
al., 2023; Lelunu et al., 2023; Prinata et al., 2023; Simanjuntak et al., 2023). Therefore, when we
talk about children, especially children who are in formal, informal or non-formal learning
processes, the teacher remains in the circle of children. Whether he or she is an accompanying
teacher in a formal school or a teacher in an informal or non-formal school.

Teachers, in their position, whatever they are called, have not always positioned themselves as a
source that knows everything (Daniel & Sihombing, 2024; Salmanezer et al., 2023; Saputra et al.,
2023; Seruyanti et al., 2023; Sthombing, 2015, 2019, 2022, 2023; Sthombing et al., 2024; Toni et al.,
2023; Yardi et al., 2024). Especially in the context of the independent curriculum that is being
worked on in Indonesia in 2024 as a starting point for all levels of education. Reading, writing and
storytelling are not only in contact with numbers as numerical reading, writing and storytelling, or
in contact with alphabetic reading, writing and storytelling (which intersects with letters, words
and sentences).

Reading, writing, and storytelling are being attacked (Batuwael et al., 2019; Langi et al., n.d,;
Mukuan et al., 2022; F. Pongoh et al., 2015; F. D. Pongoh, n.d., 2022b, 2022a, 2023; Suratinoyo et
al,, n.d., 2019; Triadi et al., 2022). Especially lately in the space of social media or online media,
which require subjects to be able to read before entering the process of processing data on news,
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thinking critically, or re-discussing or solving questions that are mathematical in nature in the space
of processing data in writing (books, notepads, or gadgets).

The learning process also includes evaluation (formative, summative and so on), the feedback
process between teachers and learners, and learners and learners as well as sorting or determining
the process of development and response to constructive activities on reading, writing and
storytelling that are present in the curriculum or worksheets of classroom teachers or teachers
related to reading, writing and storytelling.

The authors look at the contact soutrces of the 3 research subjects. The first subject, Pigytpught
(pseudonym), said:

“tentu bisa ya Kak baik dari anak-anak itu sendiri ataupun guru-guru ataupun lingkungan
sekitar ni kak kalau dari anak-anak sendiri dalam rangka menghadapi kemampuan baca,
tulis dan bercerita mereka itu tadi mereka dituntut untuk mampu memahami masalah yang
mereka hadapi mereka mampu dalam mengambil keputusan ini salah satu kemampuan
baca, tulis dan bercerita yang ada pada anak.. masalah kepada anak-anak maksudnya anak-
anak di tugaskan untuk membaca selanjutnya Anak ditugaskan untuk menceritakan
kembali apa yang telah dibaca seorang anak itu Ka£&” (contact source 1/Pigytpught)

Based on the thoughts of the first research subject, Pigytpught, the reading, writing, and
storytelling activist, said that reading, writing, and storytelling are in and around the activities that
accompany the story. Based on the story, she then goes on to identify problems with the readings
that accompany the students. The second subject Ydkosktep (pseudonym) said:

“Iya jadi menurut saya memang guru dan siswa atau anak-anak itu menghadapi dalam
menghadapi kemampuan baca, tulis dan bercerita.. ini berbeda-beda dan sekali lagi
menurut pandangan saya kemampuan baca, tulis dan bercerita yang dibangun oleh seorang
anak.. anak itu telah mengalami peningkatan baca, tulis dan bercerita saya pikir
perkembangan baik sikologis maupun perkembangan pengetahuannya juga tidak akan
terhambat (contact source 2/Ydkosktep)

In our opinion, Ydkosktep ought to take a close look at the extent to which children have or need
help in dealing with literacy and storytelling. The reason for this is that children need a support
system that comes from teachers who do not only talk about idealistic results and final
achievements, but also subordinate the weaknesses that exist in students as a space for self-
evaluation (Amisani et al., 2023; Darma et al., 2023; Pahan, 2021; Sana Sintani, 2018; Simanjuntak
et al., 2023; G. Sinta et al., 2023; S. E. Sinta et al., 2022; Sitohang et al., 2023; Tirayoh et al., 2023;
Wirawan et al., 2023; Wirawan, 2021). Ydkosktep's (pseudonym of the second researcher) thinking,
as far as the authors are concerned, is that Ydkosktep prefers to present something good as a final
achievement without the need for correction, weaknesses and also the process of trial and error in
the process of reading and writing and storytelling.

The authors compares the narrative of Ydkosktep—as the second narrative subject—with
Ykchaefctkcha (the third narrative subject), who both narrated about reading and writing and
stories, but from different perspectives. Ykchaefctkcha tells:
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“Baik.. jadi memang ini berkaitan antara kolaborasi antara anak atau peserta didik dengan
guru tentunya merujuk dengan kurikulum yang baru saat ini Merdeka mengajar guru ini
berperan sebagai seorang apa ya pembimbing itu atau sebagai seorang fasilitator sebagai
seorang yang mengarahkan atau yang apa coach bagi anak itu agar dapat berperan secara
aktif dan terkhususnya dalam menghadapi kemampuan baca, tulis dan bercerita..(contact
source 3/Ykchaefctkcha)

Based on the thoughts of Pigytpught, Ydkosktep and Ykchaefctkcha, the authors tentatively
conclude that children's reading, writing and storytelling skills are influenced by a number of
factors, including their ability to understand problems and make decisions. Children need to be
active participants in the learning process, understanding the text and retelling what they have
learned (Munte, 2018b, 2018a, 2022a, 2022¢, 2023a; Munte & Korsina, 2022; Munte & Natalia,
2022; Munte & Wirawan, 2022). Teachers have an important role as guides and facilitators in
guiding children to improve their literacy and storytelling skills.

Collaboration between children and teachers is essential, with teachers playing the role of guide,
facilitator, and director in developing children's literacy and storytelling skills. In the context of the
new curriculum, learning approaches that emphasize children's active participation, increased
psychological maturity, character, faith and piety are also an important focus in addressing
children's reading, writing and storytelling skills (Munte, 2022b, 2023b; S. Sanasintani, 2022, 2023;
S. P. Sanasintani, 2020; Sisianti et al., 2022, 2023; Sriwijayanti, 2023). In conclusion, a holistic
approach involving collaboration and support between children, teachers and the learning
environment is key to the optimal development of children's literacy and psychological
development.

They frequently highlight regular reading, writing, and participation in daily reading, writing, and
storytelling activities as effective ways to improve reading, writing, and storytelling skills (Apandie
et al., 2022; Apandie & Rahmelia, 2019, 2020, 2022; Rahmelia, 2020; Rahmelia et al., 2023;
Rahmelia & Apandie, 2020, 2023). They also suggest using a variety of reading materials, from
books to online articles, and stress the importance of discussing and reflecting on what is read. In
addition, encouraging children's interest in reading, providing constructive feedback, and creating
a stimulating reading, writing, and storytelling environment at home and school are also seen as
key to improving literacy.

In this case, the authors also elaborate on 3 opinions from contact sources that suggest:

“Peran Lingkungan Keluarga dalam Meningkatkan Baca, tulis dan bercerita,
menyampaikan bahwa lingkungan keluarga memiliki peran yang signifikan dalam
meningkatkan kemampuan baca, tulis dan bercerita anak-anak. Orang tua dapat
menciptakan kebiasaan positif, seperti membaca bersama anak, mengurangi penggunaan
gadget, dan mendongeng sebelum tidur.. ini sz0 menciptakan motivasi intrinsik untuk
meningkatkan baca, tulis dan bercerita” (contact source 1/Pigytpught)

Parents' exemplary role, emphasizing the role of parents as role models in improving children's
reading, writing, and storytelling. Parents should set an example by being avid readers and by loving
reading, writing, and storytelling (Angellyna, 2021; Prasetiawati, 2020, 2022; Rahmelia et al., 2023;
Rahmelia & Prasetiawati, 2021; Sepniwati, 2022). This creates an environment where children are
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inspired to pursue reading, writing and storytelling with enthusiasm, starting eatly, and also
emphasizes the importance of starting and supporting children's reading, writing and storytelling
eatly. This must be done intentionally.

“Bahkan, jika itu memerlukan upaya ekstra ataupun dengan penuh kehati-hatian. Baca, tulis
dan bercerita yang kuat di awal kehidupan anak dapat membawa dampak positif pada
perkembangan psikologis mereka dan baca, tulis dan bercerita dan prestasi belajar, juga
menghubungkan kemampuan baca, tulis dan bercerita dengan prestasi belajar dan
perkembangan psikologis anak. Anak yang memiliki kecintaan pada baca, tulis dan
bercerita cenderung memiliki prestasi belajar yang lebih baik dan kesejahteraan psikologis
yang lebih positif” (contact source 2/Ydkosktep)

Ydkosktep showed that the extra effort or careful effort to read and write and tell stories is more
about something that is positive or something that is included in the space of learning achievement
or the final achievement of the students as something "normal" in the psychological space.
Although Ydkosktep's narrative is more concerned with collaborative reading and writing and
storytelling activities, the author quotes the narrative of the third research subject, Ykchaefctkcha
(pseudonym), who said:

“Mengubah Kebiasaan dengan Kesengajaan, menyoroti pentingnya mengubah kebiasaan
baca, tulis dan bercerita dengan kesengajaan. Ini mengimplikasikan bahwa upaya untuk
meningkatkan baca, tulis dan bercerita harus dilakukan secara sadar dan terencana.. ini
dapat dicapai dengan mencari tema atau topik yang menarik bagi anak-anak sehingga

mereka dapat menikmati proses baca, tulis dan bercerita” (Contact source
3/Ykchaefctkcha)

Based on the thoughts and opinions of Pigytpught, Ydkosktep and Ykchaefctkcha, the author sees
the importance of family environment involvement in the development of children's reading,
writing and storytelling activities. In addition, the family environment, one of which comes from
parents, has the main spirit of responsibility in creating positive habits, providing space for children
to actively participate, changing children's views toward reading, writing and storytelling, and
starting the reading, writing and storytelling approach early.

In addition, the intention and desire to change reading, writing and storytelling habits are also
crucial factors in the process of improving children's reading, writing and storytelling (Carolina et
al., 2023; Fernando, Pramana, et al., 2023; Netanyahu & Susanto, 2022; Pattiasina et al., 2022;
Pradita, 2021; Pradita, Pilenia, et al., 2023; Pradita, Widia, et al., 2023; Pradita & Veronica, 2023;
Triani et al., 2023). Teachers or educators also play an important role in creating a comfortable
and interesting atmosphere for reading, writing and storytelling activities. Thus, it can be concluded
that cooperation between parents and educators in creating a supportive, empowering and fun
environment is the key to improving children's literacy and storytelling skills.

Increased Stress and Negative Changes

Not only does this collaborative effort create a strong foundation for literacy (Hanriani, n.d,;
Jonathan et al., 2023; Melliani, Munthe, et al., 2023; Palit et al., 2023; Yardi et al., 2024). But it also
builds children's intrinsic motivation to continue developing their literacy and storytelling skills,
giving them an edge in their future learning and psychological well-being.
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Contacts 1 and 3 stated that children today have better social skills and empathy than children did
a few years ago. Contact source 3 (Ykchaefctkcha) stated that Ykchaefctkcha sees more and more
students showing maturity and good self-control, especially with their emotions. This may be due
to various factors, such as the increasingly complex challenges that children face in the modern
wortld, which require them to be more mature and able to control their emotions.

Pigytpught noted that children today are more stressed than they were a few years ago. This may
be due to a variety of factors, such as increased competition in education and work, as well as the
pressures of social media and lack of social interaction (Lamiang & Munthe, 2023; Melliani,
Christian, et al., 2023; Munthe & Pramana, 2024; Octaviana et al., 2023; Pengky et al., 2023; Samuel
et al., 2023; Sari et al., 2023; Siburian et al., 2023; Suluh et al., 2024). Contact source 1 also noted
that children today tend to spend more time in front of screens and less time interacting directly
with others. This may be due to the proliferation of technology and social media.

Based on these opinions, this draftsperson agrees that today's children show a marked change in
their social skills and empathy, which may be the result of an increased focus on character
education and social skills development in schools (Ausvina et al., 2023; Awak et al., 2023; Erika
et al., 2023; Ligan, 2022; Loheni et al., 2023; Selti et al., 2023; Suluh et al., 2024; Tecuari et al,,
2023). In addition, the increasingly complex challenges faced by children in the modern world also
promote the development of maturity and self-control, especially in managing emotions, but there
is one notable negative change, which is the increase in stress levels among children today.

Factors such as the ever-increasing competition in education and work, as well as the pressures of
social media, have the potential to be the cause of increased stress (Christiani & Yappo, 2023;
Fransisko et al., 2024; Manik et al., 2023; Munte, Natalia, et al., 2023; Oktaviani et al., 2023;
Pramana et al., 2023; Putri et al., 2023; Riska et al., 2023; Rosen et al., 2023; Selti et al., 2023;
Sulistyowati et al., 2022). In addition, the presence or lack of direct social interaction due to the
proliferation of technology and social media is also a serious issue that can affect children's social
development and with these changes, educators, multi-parties, parents and communities need to
understand the importance of providing emotional and social support to children. Character
education that teaches empathy, self-control, and social skills is critical. In addition, it is important
to take concrete steps to manage children's stress, including helping them develop stress
management skills and promoting face-to-face social interactions outside of cyberspace.

Based on the interviews with three contact sources, it can be concluded that children's reading,
writing and storytelling is defined as a child's ability to understand, process and interact with
different types of texts and media.

Enhance Critical Thinking Skills and Problems-Solving Proficiency

Having good reading, writing, and storytelling skills helps children understand information and
situations better (Fernando, Elawati, et al., 2023; Prinata et al., 2023). Better understanding enables
them to think critically and solve problems more effectively. Improves cognitive skills.

Reading, writing, and storytelling can help children develop thinking, memory, and comprehension
skills. Reading, writing, and storytelling can help children develop communication skills and use
language effectively. Improve emotional skills. Reading, writing, and storytelling can help children
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understand their own and others' emotions. Improve psychological well-being. Reading, writing,
and storytelling can help children feel more confident, content, and happy.

The following is a further explanation of each contact source's view of the definition and
importance of children's reading, writing and storytelling in children's psychological development:

“Definisi baca, tulis dan bercerita anak: kemampuan anak untuk memahami, mengolah,
dan berinteraksi dengan berbagai jenis teks dan media. Pentingnya baca, tulis dan bercerita
anak dalam perkembangan psikologis: Meningkatkan kemampuan berpikir kritis atau/dan
pemecahan masalah, Meningkatkan kemampuan kognitif, Meningkatkan kemampuan
komunikasi dan bahasa, meningkatkan kemampuan emosi dan Meningkatkan
kesejahteraan psikologis” (Contact source 1 (Pigytpught/Student).

“Definisi baca, tulis dan bercerita anak: Kemampuan anak untuk membaca dan
menganalisa sebuah teks bacaan.Pentingnya baca, tulis dan bercerita anak dalam
perkembangan psikologis: Meningkatkan kemampuan berpikir kritis, Meningkatkan
kemampuan kognitif dan Meningkatkan kemampuan emosi” (Contact source 2

(Ydkosktep)

In general, the three contact sources had similar views on the definition and importance of reading,
writing and storytelling in children's psychological development. Reading, writing and storytelling
are important for children's overall development, in terms of cognitive, social and emotional
aspects. Therefore, children's reading, writing, and storytelling needs to be encouraged and
developed from an early age.

Based on the results of interviews with three contact sources, the authors conjecture and crosses
the three views that there are several signs of healthy psychological development in children that
can be observed through children's reading, writing and storytelling skills. These signs include:

Strong Reading and Comprehension Skills. Children who have good reading and comprehension
skills show that they have developed good cognitive skills, the ability to understand and process
information. These skills can also improve a child's self-confidence and communication skills.
Proficient writing skills. Proficient writing is a form of self-expression for children. Children who

have good writing skills tend to have better emotional balance and can convey messages cleatrly.

Children with strong critical thinking skills have the capacity to ask questions, evaluate information,
and construct strong arguments (Mariani, 2022; Meilan & Mariani, 2023). This skill is essential in
everyday life, especially when facing different challenges. Interest in books. Children who are
interested in books show that they have a strong interest in learning. A high interest in learning
can encourage children to develop their reading, writing, and storytelling skills.

CONCLUSION

Based on the reflections of the narratives provided by the research subjects, the authors concluded
that reading, writing, and storytelling are not limited to reading and writing activities, but involve
comprehension, critical analysis, cross-interaction with different types of texts and media, and the
ability to communicate effectively through writing and media. Reading, writing, and storytelling
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play a critical role in shaping children's understanding of their complex wotld and enabling them

to participate actively in society.

In addition, the authors argue that reading, writing, and storytelling skills are related to healthy
psychological development in children, including the ability to read with comprehension, critical
thinking, emotional stability, adaptability, and the ability to build positive social relationships. In
addition, the authors conclude that parental involvement is critical when the family and school
environments are viewed as interactional spaces. Parental involvement in reading and writing
activities then translates into a space for children's continued enthusiasm in seeing parental warmth

and touches of affection in the consistency of educational and mentoring packages.
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